
PROJECT REPORT FOR SAU AWARD

TO BE SUBMITTED ONE YEAR FROM DATE OR RECEIPT OF AWARD

Alter the form as needed for spacing answers, but please duplicate

the form’s format and language

Please submit to Ben Johnson (Slot #35, bfjohnson@saumag.edu) both a Microsoft Word email attachment and a hard copy.

1. NAME OF AWARD RECIPIENT:  

Marek Dojs, Assistant Professor of Digital Cinema Dept of Theatre & Mass Comm.

2. TITLE OF PROJECT: 

Documentary Film: Stories From the Third Floor previously: Four Plus
3. SUMMARY OF WORK ACCOMPLISHED: 

As mentioned in my letter to the Faculty Research Committee in the Spring of 2013, in November of 2012 my documentary film project the perception of larger families entitled Four Plus was put on pause when my Grandfather passed away.  His death ended up being the catalyst for what has turned out to be a lengthy experimental documentary project that has been very emotional, educational, and personally edifying.  I am still very deep in the production process with this film.

I received one award equaling $4000 over two fiscal years.  With the first award I purchased wireless audio equipment and a softbox light kit.  These were used for documenting a majority of the early work of Four Plus, especially covering the pregnancy and birth of my 5th child.  This equipment has also proved to be very useful during the production of Stories from the Third Floor, but due to differences with electricity and the need to travel light, I have only used the audio equipment -  which was particularly handy during my Grandfather’s funeral and production in Dartmouth, England in December 2012.

The second award set aside to be used for travel specifically for Four Plus but when travel for Stories from the Third Floor arose the Faculty Research Committee allowed me to shift those funds to this project.  This past June I was able to: film the vast Holocaust archives of the International Tracing Service (ITS), visit the Dora and Buchenwald Concentration Camp Memorials, and to participate in a memorial service for prisoners of Dora who were executed for sabotaging V1 and V2 rockets during the last weeks of the 2nd World War.

The following link on the website for Dr. Sarah Wollaston, Member of Parliament for Totnes, is to a short story about the memorial.

http://www.drsarah.org.uk/in-parliament/news-and-speeches/dojs-memorial-ceremony/1005
In addition, while I was researching form information about the ITS I noticed the lack of english language videos on the site.  I offered to make a short video that would introduce the archive and present it’s mission.  This video can be found at this link:

https://vimeo.com/70367038
4. PRESENT STATUS OF PROJECT:
Currently the project is still in production.  While a vast amount of visual evidence has been collected during my trips in December and the past summer, there is a particular imagery that I am still collecting.

Stories from the Third Floor is a film that will not only be retelling the stories of a holocaust survivor, but it will also be about a family recovering from trauma that retells the stories of my grandfather, a Holocaust survivor, while examining history, generational trauma, and my own role as the family storyteller.  The film will be taking on a more experimental style and poetic structure, and I will be mixing documentary evidence with artistic impressions that will accompany the retelling of many of the stories.  These images are still being created and collected.  Some of these elements will include illustrative images, animation (both traditional and computer generated), stop motion and other visuals.

I’m also collaborating with several other artists trying to create a unique hybrid presentation of my research that would combine traditional documentary film, live storytelling, an art exhibit, and collection of artifacts.

The website is available for more information:  www.storiesfromthethirdfloor.com
5. STATEMENT OF PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS OF AWARD EXPENDITURES: 

(Follow format of budget in original application and list actual expenditures.)

	QTY
	Description
	Amount

	1
	Impact IMLKB Light Kit Bag
	$78.95

	1
	Smith-Victor SMKSB500 Softbox Light Kit
	$169.95

	1
	Audio-Technica AUATW1821 DDK Audio Kit
	$1,799.06

	
	Total: (from 2011-2012 Reward)
	$2047.90

	
	
	

	1
	2 TB G-Drive External Hard Drive
	$142.99

	1
	Travel to Germany and England - June 2012
	$1808

	
	Total: (from 2012-2013 Reward)
	$1950.99



